Business Travel Opinion

Brussels, July 2025

A coalition including some EU Member States, backed by the European Commission,
has proposed a surcharge on first- and business-class travel as a mechanism to fund
international climate action and sustainable development. While this measure may
appear targeted and symbolic, its broader implications warrant serious attention —
particularly for Europe's business travel ecosystem. Although only around 10% of
business travelers are ‘premium flyers" (= travel in first- and business-class cabins,
along with private jets), the framing of the policy risks equating all business travel with
luxury. This is a misleading narrative. Business travel is not excess — it is essential.

BT4Europe recognizes the urgency of climate action. However, we caution against

simpulistic fiscal measures that:

®Do not distinguish between essential, purpose-driven business travel and
discretionary leisure travel,

(PFail to reinvest revenues into sustainable aviation technologies such as SAF and
fleet renewal;

(®Reinforce the misperception of business travel as elitist or non-essential;

(P Disproportionately affect European-based carriers and policy-bound travel buyers;

(®Undermine the competitiveness of the Single Market and European hubs.

Instead, BT4Europe supports smart, data-driven policy that aligns environmental goals
with fair taxation and a level playing field.

However, we caution against simplistic fiscal measures that
fail to distinguish between essential, purpose-driven business
travel and discretionary leisure travel.

Such measures risk reinforcing the misperception that
business travel is elitist or non-essential, while failing to
reinvest revenues into sustainable aviation solutions such as
SAF and fleet renewal.

Moreover, they disproportionately impact European-based
carriers and organisations bound by strict travel policies, and
risk undermining the competitiveness of the Single Market and
Europe’s major hubs.

Business Travel Opinion' is not an official information by
any of the EU institutions. For the benefit of its members
and partners BT4Europe reports on important legislative
dossiers. This is our opinion, no more no less. We are the
European Network of Business Travel Associations, in
short BT4Europe. You can find us at www.bt4europe.com
or write to us via

= 2 million European institutions send business
travelers on the road (companies, public
administration, NGO)

40 million business travelers

467 million business trips

€185 billion spent

Estimates for 2023
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